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USE US for Energy Design 
Assistance.

Energy-effi cient new buildings and renovation projects start at the earliest 
stages, and Xcel Energy can help. Our Energy Design Assistance program 
works to ensure maximum energy effi ciency and long-term savings from 
the start. It’s a comprehensive approach to energy and cost savings.

Contact an energy effi ciency specialist at 855-839-8862 or visit 
ResponsibleByNature.com/business.

Case in point.

A nearly 1 million-
square-foot multi-tenant 

offi ce building used 
Xcel Energy’s EDA program 
to reach their high energy 

savings goals and 
certifi cation status. 
The revolutionary 

engineering design and 
technology systems cut 
operating expenses and 

created bottom-line 
effi ciencies not found 

in other buildings.

The results:

30%
Energy use reduction

35%
Reduction in electric 

lighting needs 

38% 
More fresh air circulation 

than required by code

43.6%
Reduced water use 

compared to traditional 
Denver offi ce buildings

Find more case studies at 
ResponsibleByNature.com/

case-studies.

ResponsibleByNature.com

© 2015 Xcel Energy Inc.
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The ART, a Hotel—a Haselden Construction/Davis Partnership Archi-
tects project—graces a formerly nondescript stretch of Broadway near 
downtown Denver. Photo by Caleb Tkach, AIAP.

INSIDE
See our expanded hospitality construction 
coverage featuring The Source Hotel and 
much more... P. 28

On the cover
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Despite recent shifts in the global econ-
omy, the demand for hotel development 
in Colorado continues to grow. In this is-
sue, we take a look at a number of design 
trends influencing that development...

—By Julie Wanzer, LEED AP

EMERGING

DESIGN
HOSPITALITY
TRENDS IN

CONTINUED...

245 Columbine Hotel in Denver’s Cherry Creek North. 
Rendering courtesy of gkkworks.
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Lodging Econometrics reports that 
3,885 hotel construction projects, 
with 488,230 guest rooms, are in the 
pipeline in the U.S. as of May 2015. 

This indicates seven consecutive quar-
ters of hospitality-sector growth since 
2008, with the past three quarters post-
ing year-over-year gains of 20 percent 
or greater. 

Downtown Denver in particular 
has experienced a marked demand 
for hospitality development. “We’re 
impressed with the new hotel develop-
ment in Downtown Denver,” said Tami 
Door, president and CEO of Downtown 
Denver Partnership (DDP).  

Average daily room rates have 
increased over 5 percent from 2014 to 
2015 and RevPAR (Revenue per avail-
able room) has increased 4.4 percent, 
according to the August 2015 Down-
town Denver Economic Update.

In this post-recession economy, 
design and construction companies 
are eager to capitalize on a rebound in 
leisure and travel, typically one of the 
last market sectors to recover from an 
economic downturn. Several trends 
impacting hospitality design include 
the increased spending power of mil-
lennials, sustainability and wellness 
concerns, and ever-evolving technology 
demands.

GENERATIONAL IMPACTS

The millennial population was 74 million 
in 2014 and will rise this year to 75 mil-
lion, for the first time surpassing that of 
Baby Boomers. Millennials now repre-
sent the fastest-growing customer seg-
ment in the hospitality industry, spending 
approximately $226 billion on travel in 
2015, according to a Harris Poll survey. 

Trend I: Open Communal Spaces
Millennials embody the ethos of “at 
once alone and together,” noted Donna 
Quadri-Felitti, a clinical associate profes-
sor of hospitality and tourism at NYU. 

Impacts on Hotel Design
  •  Design of larger, open spaces com-
plemented by smaller environments such 
as lounges and living-room-style bars. 
  •  Creating design cohesiveness around 
the traditional front desk area, bar, res-
taurant and lounge, so that spaces work 
together as an interactive social center.

In Action
The ART: A Hotel features a split lobby 
area with a portico gallery on the first 
floor, a welcome gallery on the second 
floor, lounge benches and a wireless 
check-in kiosk, all working in concert.
 
Trend II: An Independent Streak 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers (PwC) notes 
that for millennials, independence is cen-
tral, often affecting their choice of hotel 
stay. 59 percent of millennials chose to 
stay at independent hotels in 2014—20 
percent higher than baby boomers. 

Impacts on Hotel Design   
  •  Owners are looking for distinctive 
niches to appeal to a generation that 
values novel experiences. 
  •  Modernized concepts include func-
tional architecture and industrial design.

In Action
Sage Hospitality, a Denver-based 
hotel-management company, is cutting 
a swath with independent hotels here, 
with both the Dairy Block Hotel (more 
on p. 31) and the 245 Columbine Hotel 
in Cherry Creek North (opposite page), a 
seven-story, 143,400-square-foot luxury 
boutique hotel with 155 guest rooms. 
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Although the notion of instant gratification is often 
associated the millennial generation, it’s not a new trend 
in the design and construction industry. Here owners are 
constantly looking to have the keys turned over to them 
sooner than promised, in efforts to decrease project cost. 
Prescient, a Denver-based technology and structural-
system manufacturing company, offers owners a patented 
system that provides up to a 50-percent reduction in the 
structural-core construction schedule and up to 35-percent 
cost savings over traditional building materials. This system 
is based on a unified truss construction system (UTCS)—a 
light gauge panelized framing system capable of going up 
to 12 stories without the use of concrete or hot-rolled steel. 

The Prescient system recently made its debut in the 
hospitality market with Hyatt House at Belmar. Prescient 
was brought on board early in the 
design process, coordinating with 
Hyatt and the architect, Law King-
don Architecture, to convert the 
Hyatt design prototypes to meet the 
standardized two-foot grid structural 
system. “Models aren’t typically used 
in hospitality construction because 
they are expensive and not precisely 
accurate,” said John Vanker, Co-
Founder of Prescient. “However, 
they’re extremely useful for project 
design development and planning. 
We were able to produce a precise 
framing model early in design using 
our proprietary grid-based software 
technology.” 

Once the prototypes had been 
modified and all building systems 
coordinated in BIM, the Alliance 
Construction Solutions team man-
aged the four-step assembly process 
(at right).

 “Our goal is to create a manu-
facturing facility at the job site,” 
Vanker noted, “where we can apply 
lean manufacturing principals and 

standardize our approach into a supply chain and logistics 
exercise.” This system allowed trades to begin work as 
assembly continued on the upper floors, which helped save 
time in the construction schedule. 

“Our team has been able to create efficiencies in time 
and money for the owner by coordinating all fit and finish,” 
said Jeremy Nothdurft, vice president at Alliance Construc-
tion Solutions and principal-in-charge for the Hyatt House 
project, “including mechanical, electrical and plumbing 
systems up front in the Prescient model.”

The Hyatt House at Belmar is expected to open its 
doors during Q1 2016, with 135 guest rooms and ame-
nity spaces, including a pool, fitness area and conference 
space, all on the first floor of the 96,000-square-foot hotel. 

The author is principal of Business Rewritten, Inc. She can be 
reached @bzrewritten or Julie@IncreasingMarketValue.com.

SUSTAINABILITY 

Once a distinguishing factor in the built environment, 
sustainability has become increasingly common in design 

and construction. According to the United States Green 
Building Council (USGBC) there are 102 LEED certified 

hotels in the U.S. (as of publication). 

Trend: Sustainability Comes Standard
Eco-friendly practices are the new normal, and 

hotels are expected to embrace these sustain-
able elements in their structures.

Impacts on Hotel Design
•  Air purification systems that require more   

   energy-efficient units
•  Greater access to daylight and energiz-

   ing lighting systems

In Action
The Source Hotel (more on page 26)  

incorporates many sustainable-
design features, including a tight 

urban site and overhead glass 
doors with Juliet balconies. 

DEMAND FOR TECHNOLOGY

According to the Pew Research Center, the traditional 
notion of having to go online with a desktop is nearly 
obsolete. Today most Americans rely on a smartphone 
for accessing online services, even booking hotel stays 
and interacting with the hotel upon arrival. 

Trend: connectivity and technology
Wireless connectivity is now de rigueur in hotel 
stays, with technology influencing check-in, 
payment, eating, and dining options. 

Impacts on Hotel Design
• High-speed wireless in guest rooms and 
  commons, charging stations
• Mobile concierge services, allowing for 
  repurposed lobby areas 

In Action
The Hotel Teatro has a dedicated 
social-media concierge to accom-
modate special requests from 
guests.  

Projected growth in the hospitality market allows 
design and construction professionals—who 
faced their largest setback in hospitality construc-
tion starts in 2009 —to now regain market share in 
the hospitality sector. According to DDP, Down-
town Denver has more than 2,600 hotel rooms 
completed or under construction, topping out the 
overall room count to 10,708 by the end of 2015. 

In order to continue capitalizing on this growing 
sector, design and construction firms must adapt 
to millennial consumers, embrace sustainability, 
and incorporate technology across construction 
and design. 

ABOVE: Hyatt House at Belmar represents the trend toward boutique-style hotels, 
even from stalwart brands. OPPOSITE: The Grand Hyatt in downtown Denver has 
kept pace with the changing consumer landscape. (Images: Business Rewritten.)

Structural System Expedites Construction at Hyatt House at BelmarCONTINUED...

ABOVE and INSET: For Hyatt House at Belmar, a four-step process to install the structural core. 
1: Hollow structural section posts are set on the foundation. 2: Wall panels on an XY coordinate, 
labeled with a QR code, are then bolted between the posts. 3: Open web trusses are installed on 
the two-foot grid. 4: Plycem subfloor is then installed. (Images: Alliance Construction Solutions.)
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