
Prescient Co. Inc., which aims to 
be the erector-set manufacturing 
company for the construction 

industry, is about to shed the tag 
“startup.” 

Denver-based Prescient offers 
construction companies a proprietary 
system that architects and engineers 
work with to design a building, 
typically six to 14 stories high.

When the design is done, the 
software breaks down the building 
into its elements: the steel posts, panels 
and trusses that will hold it upright. 

The software then feeds the 
specifications for each piece of 
steel to robots at the company’s 
manufacturing plants in Denver, 
where the pieces are cut to length and 
welded together.

Each piece is bar-coded and 
shipped to the building site for 
assembly by workers. 

The company currently has 178 
employees, up from three employees 
when it launched in 2012, and is 
moving about $10 million worth of new 
equipment into a 120,000-square-foot 
manufacturing center in Arvada. 

The plant also has about 18,000 
square feet of office space and 10 acres 
of outdoor storage capacity.

Expected to be in full production 
by Jan. 1, 2016, the Arvada location 
is Precient’s third, and biggest, 
manufacturing plant in the Denver 
area.

“This plant can make 5 million 
square feet per year of product — triple 
the previous plant,” said Prescient’s 
CEO and chairman, Satyen Patel. 

And before the end of 2015, 
Patel will choose the location for 
the company’s first East Coast 
manufacturing plant, in either Georgia 
or North or South Carolina. 

The new East Coast plant will serve 
Prescient’s projects between Maine 
and Florida, Patel said. 

By the end of 2016, Patel expects 
to open another plant in Texas to 
serve that market, the third of seven 
manufacturing plants Prescient 
expects to have in operation. 

Each plant will add about 150 
new jobs to Prescient’s head count, 
plus another 200 jobs for contractors 
who assemble the buildings at the 

construction site, Patel said.
Prescient is aiming to help 

construction companies create 
buildings that are sets of repeating 
rooms — such as dormitories, hotels 
and retirement centers. 

“We’re a technology company 
with a digital thread that weaves its 
way through our technology platform 
from concept to commercialization — 
using Building Integrated Modeling,” 
Patel said. 

He likes to say that Prescient is 
part Silicon Valley, via its software 
platform, part a computer- and robot-
aided manufacturing company, and a 
cutting-edge installation company at 
the construction site. 

“It’s like your Lego set. If every nut 
and bolt has a number that tells you 
exactly how to build it and where each 
piece goes, there’s no guesswork,” 
Patel said. 

“We built nine stories, about 100,000 
square feet, and finished it through the 
roof in about nine weeks,” said Scott 
Miller, a senior project manager with 
GE Johnson Construction. 

Miller oversaw the construction 
of a new student housing building 
at Colorado Christian University 
in Lakewood that was finished in 
about nine months, a hard deadline 
necessitated by the school’s need to have 
the new dormitory done in time for the 
2015-16 school year. 

Company officials say Prescient’s 
system can save money because the 
structural pieces of the building can 
be assembled so quickly, reducing 
the amount of time it takes to finish a 
building. 

The steel pieces replace wood or 
concrete used for structural elements, 
and boasts of being non-combustible, 
termite- and mold-resistant, and able 
to withstand wind storms.

The company has done several 
projects so far in the Denver area, and 
there are several more projects in the 
pipeline. 

The private company expects to 
notch $40 million worth of work 
in 2015, based on about 1.2 million 
square feet worth of product, Patel 
said, adding that Prescient expects 
to produce about 6 million square 
feet worth of steel posts, panels and 

trusses in 2016. 
Prescient has about 3 million 

square feet of orders in hand, as it 
heads into 2016, plus another 4.2 
million square feet of projects that 
are in the negotiation phase, Patel said. 

“And we have 35 million square 
feet of (requests for proposals) online 
today,” Patel said. 

“It’s nice to be part of a growing 
company, and one that’s changing 
the building industry.” 
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Like a Lego set for buildings
PRESCIENT MAKES PARTS LATER ASSEMBLED INTO STRUCTURES

Satyen Patel, Prescient’s CEO and chairman, at the company’s 
120,000-square-foot manufacturing center in Arvada.
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R CLOSER LOOK

5 percent 
The minimum percentage of gifts 
that Jan Erickson, owner and founder 
of Janska Clothing in Colorado 
Springs, hopes Coloradans will give 
this holiday season that are “made in 
Colorado.” 

“Small actions often bring 
big changes,” Erickson said. “If 
Americans use just a small portion 
of their holiday shopping budget 
for American-made goods, it could 
have a very positive impact on our 
economy.”

Vestas Wind Systems, which has four 
manufacturing plants in Colorado, has 
reached another milestone for wind 
orders so far this year.

Through the end of November, 
the global manufacturer based in 
Denmark had announced orders 
for 7,282 megawatts worth of wind 
turbines — a feat reached with the 
help of more than 400 megawatts 
worth of wind turbines for U.S. 

customers announced in November.
The manufacturer, based in 

Denmark, in November announced an 
order from EDF Renewable Energy for 
201 megawatts worth of wind turbines 
for a new U.S. wind farm.

The company also in November 
announced an order for 200 
megawatts of wind turbines for an 
Oklahoma project, but didn’t disclose 
the name of the customer. 

THE WIND’S AT VESTAS’ BACK

PROVIDED BY JANSKA CLOTHING

Janska Clothing’s plant.


